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Three importanttemsto highlightthis week: NO MATTER THE DISTANCE

1. District Survey for all 3-5 familiesregarding Learning Model for Remainder of year

All 3-5 families should havalreadyreceiveda survey from the district asking for your preferefare
your chldés leariing model for the final months of schodrlhis survey providesis the inportant
information to prepareringing students back to iperson learning and ensure we have apjate
staffing across the district to meet your requéd. dates forreturn have been announced.

ImportantNotes:

1 Our Somerset stiing will most likely not change.

1 Changing learning models willchange your childs teacher.

1 Switchingfrom hybrid to virtualmeansyour child could beassigned #éeacher aanother
Bellevue schoolfor the renainder of the year.

1 If you choose to remain in your currégarningassignmentyour teacher will most likely stay
the same.

We value class sizesd will work toensureour classes across the district meet the target size

whether oline or inperson to meet the health and safety protocols.

1 In-person learningwill follow a half-day schelule, assigned by the school

1 The morningsession is 9:081:35 andhe afternoorsession is D5-3:35.

1 Trangortation is provided for families who qualifor bus routes

9 Virtual classrooms will continue with their current schedule 8 with synchronoysive
teaching in the morning, an hour for lunch aaitiernoomnascynchronous learning.

Mrs. Naish and | will host aPrincipal/Parent connecton Thursday, March 4th at 10:30to review the
hedth and safety protocols for our in-person learning. A link will be sent to all Somerset 35 families
prior to the session.

Pleaseemail meanyquestionsl am happya help youwith information elderc@bsd405.0rg
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QUARANTINE

Mid -winter break & district -wide Quarantine week
f  Mid-winter breakis next week, February 18". Thereis no schoal
f The week following miewinter break, February 226" will be a districtwide
guarantine.All classesand servies,includingspecial educationwill take place
online in the remote settirduring the quarantineeekusing the remote learning schedule.
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Invitation to talk ab out Race

Our priority is toensure familiesfeelinformed,supportedand empowered to
contribute to their student's succegg Somerset we strive @ffirm the unique
identities of eaclstudentand wanthemto feelthey can showp to school each day
as theirauhentic selfand be celebratedVebelievethis helps students have a
stronger sens®f belongingand a betteschool experienceTalking about aceis one way we can help
students feel more confident in who they are egldbratehe uniqueness of their peerfKace
discussiorcanbe difficult for somedamiliesfor a variety of reasonOur hope isthat we carwork with
families tohelpall of our students hava strong culturatompeteng and bea moreprepaedglobal
citizen. Bebw you will find avideo link inviting you to talk about racsith your child, resources to
guidetheconversation, and a survey to provide us feedba&l

Week in pctures

In partnership below
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are welcome To view this message in another language, please click this link to our webpage and
AL& use thalansealged menu on top of the page.

Racial Equity and Inclusion

During our February assembly we played a video featuring inaugural Poet Amanda

Gorman, in which she performs a poem she wrote titled Talking Gets us There (click

here to watch). Amanda Gorman invites us all to acknowledge and celebrate our
diversity and stand t oget h@ethertlknowwegant | nj u:
tackle racism. But first we have to talk a

Some teachers are engaging students in lessons around Black History Month and Black Lives Matter at School
Week. Here are some dinner table discussion questions:

What has your class done to celebrate BLM week at school or Black History month?

1T Amanda Gor man said, APeople of color still expse
enough is enough. o6 What could you do or say if
1 Have a conversation about your family values:
o0 How do we treat people?
o How do we celebrate diversity and the differences between people?
o0 How do we celebrate/respect other cultures and traditions?

Below are some ways your family can continue to celebrate Black History Month:
Shop at a local, black owned business

1 Research a famous black person
1 Buy or check out a library book from a black author or featuring black characters

Please complete this short survey so the Racial Equity and
Inclusion Team can gain feedback to better support our community.

February School Spirit Day

Earlier this week, our Racial Equity and Inclusion Team had a thoughtful conversation about our next sgidtndage
the decisionto shift from CrazHair and Hat today to Celebrakéair and Hat day asway to be morénclusive to all
members of ouiSomersecommunty and to buld more culturalcompetence for our students

9 The use of the word crazy is disrespectful to those who struggle withahifiness. We are
choosing to remove this word from the spirit day or future events.
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At Somerset, and in our community, we want all students feel no less than their authelfitid/sealso want to teach

our students that different races and cultures have different kinds of hair, and ALL hair should be celebrated and
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encouraging all students to show up as their authentic self.

Students can express their identity and demonstrate their creativity by:

1 Wearing a special hat

1 Creating a new hairbow, headband, or hat

T Wearing a fancy or specilyaveartoschoolst yl e t hey wou
1 Wear a traditional cultural hat or headpiece

We are so fortunate to have such a diverse community and we are hoping that all students feel their identity is affirmed
and celebrated on our next spirit day!
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Progress Reports

Elementary Progress Reports will be viewable to families on Parent Vue and Student Vue
in our learning management systafter 8:00 prtonight

Please visihttps://bsd405.org/departments/districtechnology/gradesattendance/to log

in or for details on how to activate and set up your account if you have not done so already
Directions for families to access Elementary Progress Reports datigesh Spanish

Chinese

Principal Birthdaylunchesg 12:30-1:00

February Birthday lunch celebration will be on Februzt) at 12:30. Students with Bebruarybirthday will
E receive a Teams invite through their student email accounts from Ruth Embaye, our office manageday the
. prior. IfyouR2y Qi NBOSA GBS |y Ay @hbdlei@bs240% orahd sBelwil SendNfe in K 2 d
A .‘a Each session includes an opportunity for students to share something exciting about birthdays, a quick art
‘ project ard ashort story. Itis a highlight for us to share this time celebrating studePlsase note we have

moved the birthday lunch celebrations to Wednesday to ensure all students, both virtual and hybrid can
attend.

Food Assistance oveBreak

If students or families need food assistance over midhter break, The Stevenson Family Connection Center
will be OPEN February 16 through February 19 fra®5PM, (Tuesday Friday) The Lake Hills Family
Connection Center will be closed during awvthter break The Grab & Go and Raogder meal programs will
also be closed during midinter break. Meal service will resume on Monday, February 22.

Hopelink Food Bankill be OPEN for 4 hours on Tuesday, Wednesday and ThurBtease follow this link
for location and hourshttps://www.hopelink.org/locaton/bellevuefood-bankand-emergencyservices

Renewal Food Banwill be CLOSED Monday, 2/15, but OPEN for a few hours on both Tuesday and
Wednesday.Please follow this link for location and houtstps://www.renewalfoodbank.com/

'THBW Free Sport EventSat. 2/27
LAGROSSE

In cooperation with Newport Lacrosse, t®merset PTSA is pleased to host a free outdoor

activity for K5 students. Gather your friends, bring a mask, and come enjoy the sport of
Lacrosse on Saturday 2/27 from 10d@pm at the Somerset Soccer Field. No experience or

equipment is necessary. Coashill be on hand to lead the kids in fun and games. Please
register throughnewportlacrosse.com

UPCOMINGMPORTANT DATES

Feb 1519 Mid-Winter Breakno school

Feb22-26 All learnings remote for hybrid and virtual learningl2-District Wide quarantine
Feb24 FebruaryPrincipaBirthdayLunch

Feb 26 School Spirit Dagelebrate Hat/Hair day

March 4 Prindpal Parent Connedbpic: grades &b inperson learnindgiedth and Safety Prtocols

For more information and imgtant dates please follow this link to our Somerset PTSAK to Somerset PTSA
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We're glad
you're back!
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